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WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
God’s Love Grows Here... 

Through Worship, Bible Study 
and Service 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
79 MADISON STREET 

WELLSVILLE, NY 14895 
(585) 593-1860 

LOVEGROWS@WELLSVILLEUMC.ORG 
 

CHANGED SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 
 
 
 

 

        
 

                                                    Our Staff: 
         
      Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Ron Isaman  
      Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mrs. Kim Smith 
      Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell 
      Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown 
                                               

  First United Methodist Church of Wellsville 
 

Combined Contemporary/Traditional Worship Service 
Sunday Mornings — 9:45 am 

 Hymn Sing 6:30 pm — Designated Sundays 
 

Phone (585) 593-1860 
Fax (585) 593-1889 

 

E-mail:  lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 
Web Page:  www.wellsvilleumc.org 

 
Serving Christ and Community 

Since 1852 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Saturday, November 2 — Charge Conf., 10-12 Noon, Hornell UMC 
 

Wednesday, November 13 — Book Study, 3:30 PM  
 

Saturday, November 16 — Thanksgiving Dinner, 6 PM 
 

Wednesday, November 20 — Team Mtgs. 6:15 AM, Admin. Council 

Mtg. 7:30 PM 
 

Friday, November 22 — Dec. ’19/Jan. ‘20 Messenger Articles 
 

Sunday, November 24 — Community Thanksgiving Service, 6 PM, 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 470 N. Main Street, Wellsville  
 

 
 
 

      
 

WEEKLY STUDY GROUPS:          
 

Tuesdays—Women’s Bible Study @ 9:15 AM in the Welcome     

 Room; currently studying the books of Peter and Jude led by Joy   

 Caldwell.  All women are welcome! 
 

  Fridays—Men’s Bible Study @ 9 AM in the Welcome Room;  

  currently studying the books of John led by Max Shay and others.     

  All men are welcome! 
 

 Wednesdays — Currently reading “The Life You’ve Always Wanted”  

  by John Ortberg.  Next book chat on Wednesday, November 13 @  

  3:30 PM to discuss chapter 3. 



 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 
     Give thanks with a grateful heart 
                     Give thanks to the Holy One 
  Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 
                                   And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
             Let the poor say, "I am rich 
           Because of what the Lord has done for us" 

 
The event that Americans commonly call the "First Thanksgiving" was celebrated by 
the Pilgrims after their first harvest in the New World in October 1621.This feast lasted three 
days, and—as accounted by attendee Edward Winslow—it was attended by 90 Native Ameri-
cans and 53 Pilgrims. The New England colonists were accustomed to regularly celebrating 
"thanksgivings"—days of prayer thanking God for blessings such as military victory or the end 
of a drought.  
 

Those early Thanksgivings were harvest festivalsAbraham Lincoln, established the National 
Holiday when Thanksgiving became a federal holiday in 1863, during the American Civil War. 
Lincoln proclaimed a national day of "Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who 
dwelleth in the Heavens," to be celebrated on the last Thursday in November. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_(United_States) 

From our earliest days of immigration to America, Thanksgiving to God has been a large part of 
our life as Americans. The Pilgrims after a gruesome winter of loss and starvation gave thanks 
for the provision of God.  When we reflect back, they had much to distract them from praising 
God.  The trials had been severe, the winter brutal and the provisions had been in short supply.  
In today’s world that would be enough to bog down modern day citizens for years. But for the 
pilgrims, they gave thanks to God for what they had rather than for what they didn’t have. 
 

It seems to me that we have become soft and whiners if we are honest with ourselves.  Our 
Forefathers and mothers went through so much to establish their life in the new world yet they 
gave thanks to God.  In modern day America, getting our own way, amassing belongings and 
competing for places of power and position drive many people.  But giving thanks neutralizes 
those poisons to our society. It is so hard to be self-centered and selfish when we put words of 
praise and thanks on our lips. The attitude of gratitude changes us from the inside out. That  
reminds me of the song by Don Moen. “Give Thanks with a grateful heart.” 
 

                       OUTREACH/MISSION NEWS 
 

This month, instead of the usual article focusing on local outreach activities, I am providing 
information regarding exciting outreach and mission opportunities in Uganda, Africa.  
 

On October 7, Pastor Samuel Magumba visited our church and shared with us exciting news 
regarding work he and his wife are spearheading in Njeru Municipality, Jinja Uganda.  Follow-
ing thirteen years pastoring the United Methodist Church in Jinja, they are following God’s call 
to establish the Greater Love Community Church in Njeru.  Pastor Sam and his wife are the 
founders of Community Methodist Church Initiative, Inc. and directors of Greater Love Chris-
tian School and Greater Love Medical Center.  Taken together, these entities are embracing 
and advancing Biblical-based principals and values to address six areas of ministry: spiritual, 
educational, health care, orphan care, family enrichment and economic empowerment. 
 

At present, the school enrolls over 500 students, the three sponsored orphanages house 112 
children and the hospital, when completed, will serve about 20,000 people.  Pastor Sam shared 
his broad and exciting vision for the work that lies ahead of him. 
 

Pastor Sam made no specific requests for monetary assistance.  However, he did speak of an 
immediate need for funds to place a roof on the church.  He estimates that project will require 
$40,000.00 to complete.  Moreover, the school needs additional classroom and administrative 
space.  If you are moved, either by Pastor Sam’s presentation or by this article, to contribute to 
his ministries, please deliver your donations to Kim in our church office.  She will ensure they 
get to Pastor Sam.  We can’t meet all of Pastor Sam’s needs, but, together, we can join in the 
powerful work he is accomplishing in God’s name in Uganda.  May God bless our efforts! 
 

Bryan Caldwell 

So as we enter November realizing that God has done so much for us,  From saving our souls 
to providing for our needs we can give thanks to God for it all. This November let’s be sure to 
give thanks with grateful hearts for all that God has done.  Ps 100:4 reminds us to “ Enter His 
gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name.” 
Have a blessed time of giving thanks this year for all that God has done. May you and your 
family be blessed.  
 

In Christ, 



 

 

VOLUNTEER IN MISSIONS TEAM 
 

Our team traveled to North Carolina where three Hurricanes have brought huge destruc-
tion to the Fayettville area as well as other areas of North Carolina. These storms were 
in Oct 2016; Sept 2018 and Sept 2019. People were evacuated but homes were nearly 
destroyed.  Stripping their homes to a shell they started to rebuild. Our team was able to 
see two homes finished so that the owners could move back into their home.  Teams are 
an outreach of the UMCOR 
umbrella of Disaster Relief. 
Volunteer in Mission work 
teams like this one have 
played a huge part in helping 
people get back into their 
homes. 1669 teams and 
21,825 volunteers have 
worked on homes. It is worth 
$18,389,145 in labor value.  
686 homes have been com-
pleted and our team added 
two to that number. Another 
157 homes are in progress and 
722 homes are waiting for 
repairs.  For more information 
on the storm and recovery 
visit: https://nccumc.org/
disaster/restoring-hope/ 

 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Greetings from UMM! 
 

The UMM wish to extend an invitation to the Thanksgiving Dinner Saturday,  
November 16th at 6pm.  The Outreach team and UMM are co-sponsoring this 
event.  There will be plenty of opportunities for you to help.  They range from 
set up to clean up and  food preparations. So come on out and enjoy the evening 
as once again we give thanks for the Harvest of 2019.  See you there. 
 

Our next men's breakfast will be 
Sunday December 15th at 8am. 
Bryan Caldwell will be the lead 
cook.   
 

Thankful for all of you!     
Alan and Bryan  

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Saturday, November 16th 

                    6:00 PM 

  FUMC Fellowship Hall 
 

   See Sign-up Sheets in the Church Foyer. 

 

Sunday, November 24th 
 

6:00 PM 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

470 North Main Street 

Wellsville 

              Hanging of the Greens 
    Saturday, November 30th - 9:30 a.m. 
         Everyone is invited to join us in   
                                       decorating the church for the  
           Advent season.  See you there! 



 

 

Focus on Prayer 
 

When the devil sees a man or woman who 
really believes in prayer, who knows how to 
pray, and who really does pray, and above all, 
when he sees a whole church on its face before 
God in prayer, he trembles as much as he ever 
did, for he knows that his day in that church or 
community is at an end.            
        R.A. Torrey 
 

 

        SPRT  
       (Staff Parish Relations Team) 
 

Someone approached me the other day and made the remark – “the SPR Team is like a  
secret organization.”  I was taken aback to think that someone would think that. 
 

First and foremost, we are not a secret organization.  We certainly handle information that 
has more of human resources content.  And, as in any matters such as this, the information 
needs to be confidential and discussions are not for public knowledge until decisions are 
made that can be announced.  So confidential not secretive is what we hope people realize.  
Pastor Ron has shared that leaks from such early discussions have really hurt congrega-
tions because, as you know, the rumor mill can get things all mixed up. 
 

Second, the SPRT is a team that is working very hard on behalf of the congregation at 
Wellsville First UMC. 
 

Yes, there are times we are unable to share things with you.  These times are directed by 
the district and conference to make sure that churches are not spreading inaccurate infor-
mation.  The reason for this is so that when a decision is made and information is shared 
that it is 100% accurate. 
 

I also want you to know that the first 15 minutes of our meetings are open to anyone that 
has questions or comments they want to share with us.  Just let us know and we will put 
you on the agenda. 
 

Once again, this is our SPR Team along with Pastor Ron, members are elected by you the 
congregation to do this work, Sheila Smith (Chair), Elva Cornell (Admin. Council Chair) 
Darrin Cornell (Lay member to Annual Conference) Alan Hunt, Gloria Hamlin, Bryan 
Caldwell, Pat Barry and John Lewis. 
 
Submitted by Sheila Smith (Chair) 

                                                    TRIPLE L  
(Living Longer & Liking It!) 

 

Triple L gathered for a potluck lunch on October 18th at noon.  Many thanks to Darrin and 
Elva for hosting. We had 20 in attendance.  After lunch, past funny Halloween stories 
were shared.  There will be no Triple L in November due to the Thanksgiving Dinner.  The 
fun filled,  December Christmas gathering will be held on Thursday, December 19th.   
Details will be in the next Messenger and in bulletins.  Plan on attending any month and 
join in on a fun time of fellowship (and great food)! 



 

                       

 
             SEPT ‘19                YTD ‘19 

     

  Operating Budget Income            $  16,335            139,342        
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Payroll       $    2,480              48,374        

  Other Staff                                 3,864  35,065            

  Maintenance & Supplies            1,487  25,247             

  Teams      257    2,847               

  Ministry Shares             1,820  16,380            

  All Other Expenses                 1,706         6,815             
 

  Total Expenses:                   $  11,614            134,728 
        

           Income less Expenses                   $     4,721                    4,614        
            

 
 

         

 

 

             
              

 

NOVEMBER PRAYER LIST 
 

  1 — Men’s Bible Study 
  2 — Pastor Ron 
  3 — Pastor’s Family 
  4 — Those Hospitalized/Not Feeling Well 
  5 — Election Day 
  6 — Jail Ministry 
  7 — AA & NA Groups 
  8 — Church Volunteers 
  9 — Pastor Ron 
10 — Pastor’s Family                      
11 — Veterans  
12 — Custodian (Mary) 
13 — Jail Ministry 
14 — Gil’s Hill’s & Youth for Christ 
15 — Thanksgiving Dinner Preparations 
16 — Pastor Ron 
17 — Pastor’s Family 
18 — Church Volunteers 
19 — Community Revival 
20 — Jail Ministry 
21 — Office Manager (Kim) 
22 — Music Dir./Organist (Joy) 
23 — Pastor Ron 
24 — Pastor’s Family 
25 — Those Suffering a Loss 
26 — Church Financial Stability/Stewardship 
27 — Jail Ministry 
28 — Thanksgiving Family Gatherings 
29 — Prayer Warriors 
30 — Pastor Ron 

FUMC Media Center Schedule  
       (1 service at 9:45) 
 (Volunteers need to arrive  
      about 9:30 or before) 
 

 November   3 = Hunt 
                   10 = Austin 
                 17 = Austin 
               24 = Lewis 
 

   PLEASE call another volunteer if you   
   cannot be at church on your assigned  
   Sunday:   
 

       Nyhl Austin — 585-593-3315 
       John Lewis — 585-593-2257 
       Allen Hunt — 585-593-1573 

HYMN SING 
 

There will be no Hymn 
Sings during  

November and December 
The next Hymn Sing  

is scheduled on  
Sunday, January 26th 

at 6:30 PM  
Please join us! 



 

  November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 — Robert Bouldin   
15 — Fran Hamlin  
24 — Michele Barry 

27 — Roger & Beth Farwell          
28 — Brent & Pam Rohrabacher       

 

    Altar Flowers  
 

If you would like to donate flowers for a particular Sunday “In Honor” or “In 
Memory” of someone, please indicate by printing your name on the flower chart.  
The cost is $20 and can be given to Kim in the office anytime before the date 
you have chosen or placed in the offering plate on Sunday.  Thank you to all 
who have contributed so that fresh flowers adorn our worship experience each 
Sunday we gather.  If you do not wish to take the arrangement home with you 
after worship, please make Kim or Pastor Ron aware and we will make sure they 
are delivered as a ‘love’ gift to one of our homebound. 
 
   November   3 — In Memory of Our Parents,  
            given by John & Nitia Cole 
 

  November 10 — In Memory of Earl D. Tryon & Vivian Whited,  
           given by Jean McMorris 
 

  November 17 — In Honor of Fran Hamlin’s 92nd Birthday,  
           given by Linda Emerson 
 

  November 24 — For God’s Glory, given by Jack & Kathy Gilbert 

 
 November Greeters         November Counters 

      Bill & Gloria Hamlin                Theresa Brown & Barb Caldwell  

                              
Giant Register Tapes & Food Pantry Donations 

Please bring in your non-perishable grocery & sundry (paper products, etc.)  
items for the Salvation Army food pantry on the first Sunday of each month.   

The collection box is located just inside the sanctuary to the right.   
The Giant register tape collection bin is located in the Welcome Room. 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support!  
  

Note:  Although it was not known at the time, the poem 

“Seeds of Love” that was published in the October issue of The 

Messenger was written by Mary Zimmerman.  “Thank you” 

Mary for sharing your 

lovely poem with us! 

Prayer Bears are available to give 

to those going through a difficult 

time.  See one of the Tuesday  

Bible Study members or Kim in 

the church office.  There are 

many to pick from.   

A nice way  

to brighten 

someone’s day! 

Don’t forget to stop in the  

Welcome Room on Sundays for  

refreshments and fellowship! 
 

Donations of coffee, 

tea, cocoa and snacks 

are always needed and 

appreciated. 
 

See you there! 


